
De/ignifH) Ihc new 
David Lee is Chief Designer for 
Motorhomes International. On 18 
January 1980 in a presentation to 600 
sales and management personnel of 
the WV dealer network he outlined 
some of the design problems 
encountered on the 1980 VW 
Transporter. 

Over the past few years there has been considerable 
legislation affecting the design of passenger carrying 
vehicles. Soon, motorcaravans too will have to 
conform to these very stringent regulations. All 
forward facing seats will have to be fitted with safety 
belts. The strength of anchorage points, the rigidity 
of body shells after conversion are now, as never 
before, matters of concern to designer of 
motorcaravans. The new VW Transporter has its own 
special design problems. 

To begin with, there are two strengthening ribs in 
the roof panel which are welded to vertical pillars; if 
these are cut or removed the strength of the body 
shell and the safety of passengers will be impaired. 

To create the necessary standing space we are 
allowed to cut away the roof panel between these 
ribs (fig 1) and all three VW approved converters, 
Devon,Danbury and Motorhomes International have 
done this. Incidentally, all three converters have also 
adopted a side hinged roof shell which is the full 
length and width of the vehicle, and all three have 
fully cushioned roof beds. The three differ only in the 

manner in which they provide the sleeping 
accommodation within the roof space. 

The Devon (fig 2) has two small beds to the front and 
rear of the roof opening. Measuring about 36"X46!' 
They are suitable only for two small children. A 
double bed is possible (fig 3) by sliding the back bed 
forward to make one big bed measuring72"X46" 
Access to it is via a second "hole" in the roof, shaded 
yellow, which is directly above the ground floor 
double bed. It is a matter of some inconvenience that 
one reaches the upper bed only by putting at risk the 
credentials of anyone occupying the bed below. And, 
of course, the upper bed now seals off the standing 
area, so at night one must crouch at all times. 

The Danbury has a double bed at the back end 
of the roof system. When fully extended to its 
maximum length of 72" it seals off all but 14" of the 
original roof opening. 

The problem which must now be apparent, can only 
be solved using the Spacemaker system of 
'overhang' (fig 4). Bedsare extended out over each 
side. As a result, there's space for four adults using 
one double and two singles with storage space 
to spare, and NO INTRUSION of the normal standing 
area. Four adults in the Spacemaker, two in the 
Devon and Danbury. One hundred percent more 
space. And that is the measure by which Spacemake 
leads in design know-how. 

In Germany, France, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland 
and Britain the Spacemakersystem is gaining grounc 
against its competition. Eight factories, three 
hundred and twenty craftsmen, all dedicated to 
producing the most innovative leisure vehicles in 
Europe. Last year, at the Paris Fair, Motorhomes 
International were awarded the Medal of Merit fo r 

excellence in workmanship - an award which was 
gained in competition with all major European 
manufacturers, including Devon Conversion, C.I. 
Autohomes, Autosleeper and Westfalia. 
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KPLQRER on the I K 
T h e S p a c e m a k e r r o o f h a s t w o o t h e r 
d e s i g n f e a t u r e s w h i c h a r e n o t 
a v a i l a b l e o n o t h e r V o l k s w a g e n 
m o t o r c a r a v a n s ; a r u g g e d a l l - s t e e l 
r o o f r a c k f o r y o u r e x t r a h o l i d a y 
l u g g a g e , s t y l e d t o e n h a n c e t h e 
s w e e p i n g g o o d l o o k s o f t h e V W 
T r a n s p o r t e r ; a n d 
m a t t r e s s e s f o r t h e 
r o o f b e d s w h i c h a r e 
r e m o v a b l e - u s e t h e m 
i n s i d e f o r a g o o d 
n i g h t ' s s l e e p , u s e 
t h e m o u t s i d e i n t h e 
s u n s h i n e t o o . 

I d e a s i n a c t i o n f r o m 
S p a c e m a k e r ! A n d e v e r y r o o f is h a n d 

s e a l e d a n d w a t e r t e s t e d t o e n s u r e i t s 
t o t a l r e l i a b i l i t y . S p a c e , s t y l e a n d 

q u a l i t y i n a s y s t e m s o f a r a d v a n c e d 
t h a t i t m a k e s a l l o t h e r s s e e m 

a l m o s t o b s o l e t e . 

A n d n o w . T h e X p l o r e r c o n v e r s i o n . I t ' s 
s a d t o r e l a t e t h a t t h e g e n e r a l f o r m a t is 
m u c h t h e s a m e as t h e n e w D e v o n 
M o o n r a k e r a n d t h e D a n b u r y . K i t c h e n 
u n i t s a r e a r r a n g e d d o w n t h e o f f s i d e , 
h a n g i n g w a r d r o b e i n t h e r e a r c o r n e r , 
a n d a f o r w a r d f a c i n g b e n c h s e a t a c r o s s 
t h e b a c k w h i c h m a k e s i n t o a b i g d o u b l e 
b e d . I t ' s n o t t h a t w e ' r e l o s t f o r i d e a s , 
s i m p l y t h a t t h e o p e n i n g i n t h e r o o f 
p a n e l d e t e r m i n e s t h e g r o u n d f l o o r p l a n 
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cw ^^Tfcin/porter 

W e ' v e t a k e n t h i s b a s i c f o r m a t 
a n d g i v e n i t t h e t o u c h o f 

S p a c e m a k e r m a g i c ! T h e m a g i c o f 
s w i v e l c a b s e a t s a n d a s e p a r a t e 

d i n e t t e f o r t w o c h i l d r e n . T h e 
m a g i c o f a n i n d o o r - o u t d o o r 
g a l l e y a n d a T r u m a t i c s p a c e 

h e a t e r f o r t h o s e c o l d w i n t e r 
n i g h t s - v e n t i l a t e d t h r o u g h t h e 

f l o o r f o r t o t a l 
c o m f o r t a n d s a f e t y . A 

s e c o n d d i n e t t e f o r 
f o u r a n d a 

2 4 0 v m a i n s 
W e l e c t r i c s y s t e m 

w i t h a b u i l t -
i n b a t t e r y c h a r g i n g f a c i l i t y . J u s t 

i n s i d e t h e s l i d i n g s i d e d o o r is a 
r e a r w a r d f a c i n g f o l d b a c k s e a t . 

F o l d b a c k , b e c a u s e a t t i m e s y o u ' l l 
n e e d t h e e x t r a f l o o r s p a c e f o r 

h u m p i n g b i g l o a d s . 
A n d t h e d o u b l e b e d ? 

I t ' s a g i a n t 6 ' 5 " 
l o n g , 4 ' w i d e . C l o t h u p h o l s t e r y 

a n d a d e e p p i l e c a r p e t c o m p l e t e 
t h e m a g i c t o u c h . 

S e a t s s i x , s l e e p s s ix , a n d i n c o m f o r t t o o . 
T h e X p l o r e r is i n t h e w o r d s o f A l a n 
R y a l l s " a n o u t s t a n d i n g d e s i g n ; b y f a r 
a n d a w a y t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l e v e r o n a 
V o l k s w a g e n . " 
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the KYA KPLORER 
Xplorerloo. Another word for total 
convenience, total freedom. The 
freedom to go when you want, 
where-ever you want. It stores, 
unobtrusively, under the foldback 
seat. And it comes with its own little 
tentwhich hangs from the roof rack 
- no poles, and no tent frame. 

Just a neat little self contained 
package which takes about 10 
seconds to erect. Magic! 

From Volkswagen a new light van. 
From Motorhomes International a 
new conversion, Each in its way a 
major advance in design and 
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engineering excellence; 
together setting new standards 
by which all others must 
now be measured. V.W. Xplorer, 
one of the great motorcaravans of 
ourt ime. 

MOTORHOMES INTERNATIONAL 
T e l e p h o n e L e i g h t o n B u z z a r d ( S T D 0 5 2 5 ) 3 7 6 c c c 
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/ e l e c t e d XPLORER dealer/ 
Bedfordshire 
H o o k e r & R o b e r t s L t d . , G r o v e P l a c e , 
B e d f o r d ( 0 2 3 4 ) 5 1 4 3 1 

B e r k s h i r e 
N o r m a n s o f M a i d e n h e a d , M a i d e n h e a d 
B r i d g e , M a i d e n h e a d ( 0 6 2 8 ) 2 2 3 7 3 
C a m b r i d g e s h i r e 

B o r o u g h b u r y G a r a g e L t d . , O x n c y R o a d , 
P e t e r b o r o u g h ( 0 7 3 3 ) 6 0 3 6 8 , 
C h e s h i r e 
T h e G r o s v c n o r M o t o r C o . , S t o n c b r i d g c 
G a r a g e , S a u g h a l l R o a d , C h e s t e r ( 0 2 4 4 ) 
3 7 7 3 6 3 

E a r l e S t r e e t Garage, 1 1 6 Earle S t r e e t , 
C r e w e ( 0 2 7 0 ) 5 8 7 7 1 1 

H o w a r t h M o t o r s ( G r a p p e n h a l l ) L t d . , 
1 0 1 K n u t s f o r d R o a d , G r a p p e n h a l l , 
W a r r i n g t o n ( 0 9 2 5 ) 6 5 2 6 5 

Cleveland 
M a r t i n s - C a r t u n e ( V o l k s w a g e n ) L t d . , 
O r m e s b y R o a d , P a r k E n d , M i d d l e s b o r o u g h 
( 0 6 4 2 ) 3 1 7 9 7 1 
C u m b r i a 
C a m e r o n s G a r a g e L t d . , 1 2 0 / 6 R a w l i n s o n 
S t r e e t , B a r r o w - i n - F u r n e s s ( 0 2 2 9 ) 2 1 2 4 5 
H a d w i n B r o t h e r s ( L i n d a l e ) L t d . , L i n d a l e , 
G r a n g e - o v e r - S a n d s ( 0 4 4 8 4 ) 4 2 4 2 
P a r k e r & P a r k e r L t d . , L o n g p o o l , K e n d a l 
( 0 5 3 9 ) 2 4 3 3 1 
Derbyshire 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C a r s o f A l f r e t o n , H a l l 
S t r e e t , A l f r e t o n ( 0 7 7 3 8 3 ) 2 1 7 6 
V o g a l M o t o r s L t d . , 3 5 A s h b o u r n e R o a d , 
D e r b y ( 0 3 3 2 ) 3 1 2 8 2 
L i n k s G a r a g e , 3 T h e F r o n t , F a i r f i e l d , 
B u x t o n ( 0 2 9 8 ) 2 9 0 3 
D o r s e t 
S t o u r V a l l e y M o t o r C o . L t d . , 
7 2 3 W i m b o u r n e R o a d , B o u r n e m o u t h 
( 0 2 0 2 ) 5 1 6 2 2 2 
L o d e r s G a r a g e ( D o r c h e s t e r ) L t d . , T h e 
G r o v e , D o r c h e s t e r ( 0 3 0 5 ) 6 7 8 8 1 
Essex 
A b r i d g e E n g i n e e r i n g Co. L t d . , M a r k e t 
P l a c e , A b r i d g e , T h e y d o n B o i s 
( 8 4 9 ) 2 7 2 2 
S e r v i c e G a r a g e s ( C o l c h e s t e r ) L t d . , 
S e r v i c e H o u s e , E a s t H i l l , C o l c h e s t e r 
( 0 2 0 6 ) 7 7 6 6 5 
G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e 
N o r t h S t r e e t M o t o r s L t d . , N o r t h S t r e e t , 
C h e l t e n h a m ( 0 2 4 2 ) 5 1 4 3 0 1 
H a m p s h i r e 
T e s t w o o d M o t o r s L t d . , S a l i s b u r y R o a d , 
Tonen, S o u t h a m p t o n ( 0 7 0 3 ) 8 6 5 7 2 7 
P o o l e s ( V o l k s w a g e n ) L t d . , 
4 1 / 5 3 H i g h l a n d R o a d , S o u t h s e a , 
P o r t s m o u t h ( 0 7 0 5 ) 8 1 5 1 1 1 

Herefordshire 
S o u t h H e r e f o r d G a r a g e s , W h i t c h u r c h , 
R o s s - o n - W y e t o 6 o o ) 8 9 0 2 3 5 
Hertfordshire 

G . E . H a r p e r L t d . , 1 3 7 H i g h S t r e e t , 
S t e v e n a g e ( 0 4 3 8 ) 5 4 6 9 1 

B o w e r s M o t o r C o . , 1 8 B o w e r s P a r a d e , 
H i g h S t r e e t , H a r p e n d e n ( 0 5 8 2 7 ) 6 8 6 6 9 

L a n c a s h i r e 
W e s t m o r l a n d M o t o r s , M i r y L a n e , 
W a l l g a t e , W i g a n ( 0 9 4 2 ) 4 1 4 9 3 , 
W i l l i a m A r n o l d L t d . , A s h t o n O l d R o a d , 
0 6 1 - 2 7 3 4 3 6 i 

K n i b b s ( S a l e ) L t d . , C r o s s S t r e e t , S a l e , 
M 3 3 1 B U 0 6 1 - 9 7 3 3 3 9 9 
Leicestershire 
A r t h u r P r i n c e o f L o u g h b o r o u g h , 
2 8 M a r k e t S t r e e t , L o u g h b o r o u g h 
( 0 5 0 9 ) 2 1 7 0 8 0 

Lincolnshire 
S p i t t l e g a t e M o t o r s ( G r a n t h a m ) L t d . , 

S p i t t l e g a t e L e v e l , G r a n t h a m , L i n e s . 
( 0 4 7 6 ) 6 6 4 1 6 

London 

D o v e r c o u r t P l a i s t o w , 2 5 9 P l a i s t o w R o a d , 
0 1 - 5 3 4 7 6 6 1 

D o v e r c o u r t S t . J o h n ' s W o o d , L o r d ' s 
C o u r t , 3 2 / 3 4 S t . J o h n ' s W o o d R o a d , 
0 1 - 2 8 6 8 0 0 0 0 
C o l i n d a l e S e r v i c e S t a t i o n L t d . , 
1 5 5 / 1 5 9 E d g w a r e R o a d , C o l i n d a l e 

0 1 - 2 0 5 0 1 3 ' 
N o r m a n d ( W e s t L o n d o n ) L t d . , 
1 3 1 - 1 3 7 L i t t l e E a l i n g L a n e , N o r t h f i e l d s . 
0 1 - 5 6 7 8 8 6 2 . 
S e r v i c e & P a r t s : A b b e y R o a d , P a r k R o y a l , 
N . W . 1 0 . 0 1 - 9 6 5 7 7 5 7 

Merseyside 
C h e s h i r e B r o t h e r s L t d . , 1 2 9 M o u n t R o a d 
0 5 1 - 6 0 8 6 4 6 6 
P e t e r S t r e e t M o t o r s L t d . , 3 9 - 4 9 L i v e r p o o l 
S t r e e t , S a l f o r d 5 , 0 6 1 - 8 3 3 0 1 6 1 T x 6 6 8 6 7 7 
T o m E n g l a n d & S o n s L t d . , M o o r L a n e , 
T h o r n t o n 0 5 1 - 9 2 4 9 1 8 6 
Z e t l a n d G a r a g e ( S o u t h p o r t ) L t d . , 
Z e t l a n d S t r e e t , S o u t h p o r t ( 0 7 0 4 ) 3 1 0 9 1 

Northumberland 
P e t e r S p e l l m a n L t d . , S p i t t a l , B e r w i c k - o n -
T w e e d ( 0 2 8 9 ) 7 2 1 4 
A . C a r r & S o n ( H e x h a m ) L t d . , S t a t i o n 
G a r a g e , H e x h a m ( 0 4 3 4 ) 2 1 7 9 

Nottinghamshire 
N e w b o l d s G a r a g e ( M a n s f i e l d ) L t d . , 
2 0 6 C h e s t e r f i e l d R o a d N o r t h , M a n s f i e l d 
( 0 6 2 3 ) 2 6 2 7 2 

Oxfordshire 
B r o a d S t r e e t M o t o r s L t d . , 4 7 B r o a d S t r e e t , 
B a n b u r y ( 0 2 9 5 ) 5 1 2 5 1 

Salop 
C r e a m e r y S e r v i c e S t a t i o n , S t a f f o r d S t r e e t , 
M a r k e t D r a y t o n ( 0 6 3 0 ) 2 3 9 3 
S a l o p i a n M o t o r s L t d . , T r e n c h R o a d , 
T e l f o r d ( 0 9 5 2 ) 6 0 5 3 0 1 
Staffordshire 

B r i d g e M o t o r s ( D u d l e y ) L t d . , B u r n t r e e , 
T i p t o n , 0 2 1 5 2 0 1 1 1 7 
B r i n c a r s L t d . , D e l t a W a y , W a t l i n g S t r e e t , 
C a n n o c k ( 0 5 4 3 5 ) 6 2 1 6 

Suffolk 
S i m p s o n s G a r a g e ( L o w e s t o f t ) L t d . , 
C o o k e R o a d , S o u t h L o w e s t o f t I n d u s t r i a l 
E s t a t e , L o w e s t o f t ( 0 5 0 2 ) 2 5 8 3 3 1 4 8 
S u r r e y 

D r i f t B r i d g e G a r a g e L t d . , R c i g a t c R o a d , 
E p s o m , B u r g h H e a t h ( 2 5 ) 6 o r 11 
C o l b o r n e G a r a g e s L t d . , P o r t s m o u t h R o a d , 
R i p l e y ( 0 4 8 6 4 3 ) 2 3 6 1 
L o c k y e a r M o t o r s L t d . , E w h u r s t , 
N r . C r a n l e i g h . E w h u r s t ( 0 4 8 6 3 3 ) 6 9 6 

Sussex 

D a v i s & S t o n e L t d . , L o n g d e a n A v e n u e , 
S a l t d e a n , N r . B r i g h t o n ( 0 2 7 3 ) 3 7 5 7 1 
Sussex (West) 
W h y k e M o t o r s L t d . , 5 1 4 B o g n o r R o a d , 
C h i c h e s t e r ( 0 2 4 3 ) 8 7 6 8 4 
West Sussex Motors Ltd., 
5 8 / 6 2 Portland Road, Worthing 
( 0 9 0 3 ) 2 0 0 8 2 0 
Service & Pans: Ivy Arch Road, 
Worthing ( 0 9 0 3 ) 2 0 0 2 7 2 / 3 6 7 7 2 
Tyne & Wear 
Y o r k A v e n u e G a r a g e , B e n s h a m R o a d , 
G a t e s h e a d ( 0 6 3 2 ) 7 7 1 2 9 1 
Y o r k A v e n u e G a r a g e , L e a r n L a n e , J a r r o w 
( 0 6 3 2 ) 8 9 8 4 4 1 
B e n f i e l d M o t o r s L t d . , B r o u g h P a r k 
F o s s w a y , N e w c a s t l e - u p o n - T y n e 
( 0 6 3 2 ) 6 5 7 1 2 1 
West Midlands 
L i s t e r s o f C o v e n t r y , S w a n s w e l l G a r a g e , 

S p o n E n d , C o v e n t r y ( 0 2 0 3 ) 5 6 3 2 5 
J o h n F i t z p a t r i c k M o t o r s L t d . , 
3 1 S t r a t f o r d R o a d , S h i r l e y , S o l i h u l l , 
0 2 1 - 7 4 5 5 8 1 1 
J e m M o t o r S e r v i c e s ( W a l s a l l ) L t d . , 
P l e c k R o a d , W a l s a l l ( 0 9 2 2 ) 2 5 5 6 1 

Yorkshire (North) 
M a s s i n g b e r d L t d . , R i p o n R o a d , K i l l i n g h a l l 
H a r r o g a t e ( 0 4 2 3 ) 5 5 1 4 1 

N o r t h R i d i n g M o t o r s , C l a r e n c e S t r e e t , 
Y o r k ( 0 9 0 4 ) 2 0 4 0 8 
Yorkshire (South) 
L i s t e r d a l e M o t o r C o . L t d . , B a w t r y R o a d , 
W i c k e r s l e y ( 0 7 0 9 8 4 ) 3 4 6 2 
J . G i l d e r & C o . L t d . , 1 E c c l e s a l l R o a d 
S o u t h , B a n n e r C r o s s , S h e f f i e l d ( 0 7 4 2 ) 
6 6 8 4 4 1 
G i l d e r s ( H i l l s b o r o ' ) L t d . , W a l d o t S e r v i c e 
S t a t i o n , M i d d l e w o o d R o a d , S h e f f i e l d 
( 0 7 4 2 ) 3 4 8 8 0 7 

Yorkshire (West) 
H e b b l e A u t o S e r v i c e s , B r a d f o r d R o a d , 
H u d d e r s f i e l d ( 0 4 8 4 ) 4 2 0 0 1 
T r u s t M o t o r s ( L e e d s ) L t d . , G e l d e r d R o a d : 

L e e d s ( 0 5 3 2 ) 6 3 3 4 3 1 
T r u s t M o t o r s ( B r a d f o r d ) L t d . , 
I n g l e b y R o a d , B r a d f o r d ( 0 2 7 4 ) 4 9 1 4 1 4 
T r u s t M o t o r s ( B r a d f o r d ) L t d . , 
E c c l e s h i l l B r a n c h , U n d e r c l i f f e R o a d , 
E c c l e s h i l l , B r a d f o r d ( 0 2 7 4 ) 6 3 3 5 1 1 
G . E r i c H u n t L t d . , L e e a s R o a d , 
O t l e y ( 0 9 4 3 4 ) 3 3 6 1 / 2 & 2 6 7 1 

N O R T H K R N I R E L A N D 

Co. A n t r i m 
I s a a c A g n e w ( V o l k s w a g e n D i s t r i b u t i o n ) 
L t d . , 4 5 M a l l u s k R o a d , N e w t o w n a b b e y , 
G l e n g o r m l e y ( 0 2 3 1 3 ) 7 1 1 1 

S C O T L A N D 

Angus 
V o l k s a u t o , K i r r i e m u i r R o a d , F o r f a r 
( 0 3 0 7 ) 2 3 4 7 

A y r s h i r e 
IngTam Volkswagen Ltd., 
1 8 - 2 0 Whittle Place, South Newmoor 
Industrial Estate, Irvine 

Lanarkshire 
M e r r y l e e M o t o r s L t d . , 
5 1 2 K i l m a r n o c k R o a d 0 4 1 - 6 3 7 2 2 4 1 

Midlothian 
J . M . S l o a n & C o . L t d . , 4 5 4 G o r g i e R o a d , 
0 3 1 - 3 4 6 1 6 6 1 

W A L E S 

C l w y d 
D a n e M o t o r C o . , R h o s r o b i n , W r e x h a m 

( 0 9 7 8 ) 5 5 7 7 7 -
Dyfed 
F o r g e G a r a g e L t d . , F f o s y f f i n A b e r a e r o n 
( 0 5 4 5 ) 5 7 0 2 9 1 
M i d G l a m o r g a n 
G . P a c c i t t i L t d . , G e r r y H i l l ( C a r S a l e s ) , 
T h e T r a m w a y , H i r w a u n ( 0 6 8 5 ) 8 1 1 1 1 1 
T x 4 9 7 1 0 3 
West G l a m o r g a n 
S i n c l a i r G a r a g e s L t d . , G o r s e i n o n R o a d , 
P c n l l e r g a e r , G o r s e i n o n ( 0 7 9 2 ) 8 9 4 9 5 1 

Gwynedd 
T . A . M i l b u r n & S o n L t d . , S t a r G a r a g e , 
I s l e o f A n g l e s e y , L l a n f a i r p w l l 
( 0 2 4 8 7 1 4 ) 4 2 1 

from these dealers only 

80 August 1980 
M o t o r c a r a v a n + M o t o r h o m e M o n t h l y 

 
 
www.vwT25camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T25 / T3 / Vanagon Campervans
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