VW DEVON MOONRAKER

Reg. No:

First Registered:

Mileage:
Asking Price:

HNM199Y
April 1983
59,913
£7,495

For sale at:
Marina Motorhomes,
Watling Street, Towcester,
Northants, NN12 7HN

ummer's here (?) and the time
S is right for buying a holiday
onwheels, although the sales of
motorhomes are not quite as sea-
sonal as perhaps you might
expect.

Buying a caravanette is nota
particularly easy task, for most
car dealers don't (orwon't) stock
them. So, to find a specialist, and
onewho has a definite leaning
towards Volkswagen, is an
interesting item in itself.

Marina Motorhomes of
Towcester is run by Alister Whit-
more, who has spent some 16
years in the business (many of
them actually building motor
caravans) and enthuses about
the usual VW\virtues of long life,
build quality etc.

His personal transport over the
past few years has included a
succession of high-mileage Golfs
(petrol and diesel) and Audis,
none of which have given any
trouble. Smallwonder, then, that
some 25 per cent of the sea of
mobile homes on the forecourt
bear the famous roundel on their
nose!

The ages vary from a good
condition 1979 V-reg to a rather
nice F-reg Kameo model. How-

ever, we sampled a 1983 Devon
Moonraker as being somewhat
more affordable to most folk.

Alister reckons that most
motorhomeswill clock up only
around 5,000 miles ayear, but
VWs, with their inherent driven
friendliness and build quality,
usually have double that amount
of mileage. He affirms what
enthusiasts already know:
100,000-miles-plus is no problem
for a'van that's looked after. As
such, the 69,000 on the clock
makes this model quite a low
mileage example.

The colour is not the most
striking we've seen, but the body-
workwas in very good condition.
Signs of rust were limited to a
few patches on the surface
around the tailgate lock, the
sliding door runners and the oil
filler lid. Abrief inspection, prod-
ding judiciously in the usual
places, revealed no nasty sur-
prises. The engine could be seen
to be weeping oil slightly, but it
didn't appear to be serious and a
totally diy air-cooled engine is a
rarity indeed.

Inside, the van was up to the
usual Devon standards, featuring
a cooker (two-burner plus grill),
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Electrolux fridge, sink with elec-
tric pump, and fold-away table.
As can be seen, the Moonraker
featured an elevating roof
offering some extra, if limited,
sleeping accommodation.

The interior trim, curtains and
carpets were all in good condi-
tion, even allowing for seven
years of excursions, and the
signs of neglect so often found
(holes in carpets, cigarette burns
in cushion covers etc) were not
present. Another place to check is
the aluminium windows to the
rear of the driver, which often
become pitted and stained. In this
case, they were almost as new.

kbove. The Devon sits at
ease amongstyounger,
more expensive broth-
ers. Bodywork looks
good and is good. Eleva-
tingroofadds to appeal,
sleepingaccommoda-
tion and price. Foglamps
are only owner exterior
mods.

Left: Masses ofstorage
space, with alarge cup-
boardin front of the
water bottle. Mattress
over the engine rests on
the 'odds and ends' box
which holds ajack and
two spare fan belts.

Right: Great Type 2 sel-
lingpointis car-like
drivingposition. Dash
layoutincludes
BlaupunktHamburg
radio/cassette deck.

Owner modifications were
limited to a pair of spurious
brand foglamps under the front
bumper and a couple of Radio-
mobile door speakers for the
rather basic, standard-fit,
Blaupunkt Hamburg radio/
cassette deck.

The 1970cc air-cooled engine
started first time on the key and
idled quite happily and evenly,
hot or cold. As you would expect
from a 60,000-mile, cared-for VW,
itdrove as ifitwas just run-in.
The gears selected easily and
accurately and, never sparkling,
the performance was exactly as it
should have been for such a
vehicle.

The tyres were a curious mix,
with the two fronts being new
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Unprotected ‘Tobo’

towballneeds
grease and cover.
Bracketforplugs
shows signs of
much use over the
years: twinplugs
suggestasmall
caravan.

Themetal edges
around the sliding
door also display a
little surface rust.

The Moonrakerinterior equipmentand trim has worn surpris-
ingly well and features fridge, cooker and sink.

Vanguard Vikings and the rear
offside being awell used Michelin
X. The nearside right rear had no
name at all and looked as if it had
been severely scuffed. Apoint for
negotiation here...

That apart, the Devon appeared
to have been used but not
abused, an impression borne out
by the full service history. The
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warranty for this particular
vehicle was three months parts
only, although the length and
terms of available warranties
vary with the specific vehicle,
later models getting more cover.

Alister would be happy to take
acar in partexchange and, on
occasion, has traded the other
way where a customer wanted to
sell a 'van and revert to some-
thing smaller.

Ataround the time this 'van
was built, Devon were changing
to water-cooled models as the
basis for their conversions. This.
is, therefore, one of the 'last of the
many".

The asking price may seem a
lot, especially when compared
with many cars, butbear in mind
the high equipment specification
and the low mileage (even by car
standards) and it starts to make
more sense. Itcouldn't have been
far offthe mark for, as we were
leaving, Alister received a con-
firmatory phone call from a cus-
tomerwanting to buy it..!

Price ofthis model when new:
£9,325.
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Afewrustbubbles
around the tailgate
lock, no real cause
forconcern.

Apair ofRadio-
mobile door
speakers are owner
add-ons.
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